t 


Ford Asks Senate to Bar 
f Death Plot Data 


4 


ie lease a 

^ — 1975 

By NICHOLAS M. HORROCK ” 

{ Xtyt York Tim*/' 

'V ASHING r ON, Nov. 

/’i tent For | and the Depart-' 
m m TudSce ire- Roving! 
to keep detail* of ' United! 

St’Ni.s i.i alverncfi't in a&as-! 
sin iKm pJot» 4||kio.S)fc ^oiM 


Continued From Page 1, Col. 2 




jg$man. for the 
^mrnittee on’ 


As 

Select^,, w ^ 

geri^^pl today 
day each member0f^tfie 
milfee deceived 
worded” letter 
dent Ford urging 
not to make ptibli 

, mittee’s forthci 
the Central IiiW ^ 
cy’s involvement livj 
foreign leader?; ) 
declined t^indke 



COf». 

lift Oli 

jfakill 
tan; 

■he and said th^v^^inUtee 
had called. for i tomor- 
row to chsOusafit; v ^ ^fe ; 

A Vokesme^f^ ’ tfie M Whits • 
House said iti wou fij not re-, 1 

un*( 

Ic3? ^flk-ddnimittce; | 

A W® G^.9^- J^jStece . said' 
that the. 
letter ^ 

the reaswha^l^^ldenit Ford be- 
iievi»N^e of the 

rbpprt wo^ili rham national 
skurityr , 

| Senatdc'jFr^nk Church, 

<ier\t./^ toy suppress 

The cpmgduel’s Vepd$ on as- 
[sasslnfemij' and keep it. con- 
cealed from the American 
[people/* the Idaho Democrat 
'^aid in a statement. ‘They have j 
a right to knqw what their Gov- 
ernment has done. 

"The President himself asked 
the committee to investigate 
these charges. For months he 
has known of the committee’s 
' -T to publish: its findings in 
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form of a special report.” The 
statement added that 'Mr. 
Church would oppose Mr. 
Ford's plea in committee de- 
bate. 

Also late Friday, In a case 
brought by the American Civil 
Liberties Union, the Depart- 
ment of Justice filed affidavits 
opposing efforts to make public 
Government documents on for- 
eign assassination plot?. 

Tile Government affidavits 
disclosed for the first time tfet 
the CJ.A, and the Sate Depart- 
ment had discovered 62 docu- 
ments on political assassina- 
tions spanning the terms of 
three Presidents. 

, In one series of "dispatches,” 
^according to the affidavit, |g a 
communication from the C;I.A 
dated "22 November .1963’* and 
classified secret. That is the 
Jdate President Kennedy was 
I assassinated in Dallas. The 
f communication is one of eight 
|"dispatches” that a C.I.A. offi- 
cial said iin the affidavit should 
/not be made public because 



they “concern a sensitive covert 
operation.” 

Ever since the investigation 
of C.I.A. plots began, there has 
been a growing question of 
whether United States activi- 
^tiesmight in some way be con- 
'-'“'■jd with the shooting of 
ident Kennedy, The dis- 
on that date appeared to 
connected with the activities 
of Lae Harvey Oswald, who 
the Warren Commission con- 
cluded was the assassin. 

The C.I.A. also opposed the 
publication of a dispatch dated 
° ct -U.iJ.863. which intelli- 
gence officers have said was 
the date the C.I.A. advised the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
that Oswald was in Mexico 
City. 

The entire Dst of 62 docu- 
ment indicated that planning of 
political assassinations, pos- 
sibly the plot against Prime- 
Minister Fidel Castro of Cuba 
began as early as March 9/ 
!9b0, and apparently was dis- 
cussed at the “first meeting of 
Pn a &ency task force.” This 
was nearly a year before presi- 
dent Eisenhower left office and 
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Richard L. rhomb 
distant Attorney vk . ..,. 4i , 

charge of the Criminal Division,! 
said in an affidavit* Hv?-* cii.s - ' 
closure of the doc on 
I'subf tantiaily harm*’ u rut n ; 
investigation begim ]\h oi- 1 
fice at the request of the Presi - ; 
dent after I be * oroietion oC 
the Rockcfel’er Comir.is«-ion in--' 
quiry on the C.I.A. lie N 
op|)o.sed publication on ! 
ground that ft would ck >r •. 
persons of a right tc a f Jr 
trial becausL* of pretrial pu 
licity and v/ould constitute “an 
unwarranied invasion oi per- 
sonal privacy of many indi- 
viduals.” 

Eloise Pngc, a senior C.I.A.' 
official in the covert operations 
field, said in an affidavit that 
“the disclosure oi ( > :<:• docu- 
ments would result in excep- 
tionally grave damage to the 
national security because to 
officially acknowledge theso 
plans would disrupt foreign re- 
lations vitally affecting nation- 
al security.” 

The latter pornt has been an 
overriding consideration in the 
handling of the entire assassi- 
nation matter by the Senate 
committee. Senator Church and 
his . colleagues have avoided 
hoding public hearings on the 
subject because they agreed 
with the Administration that 
the spectacle might harm the 
United States image abroad. 

The committee also agreed 
to submit a draft of its final 
report to the various intelJi-, 
gence agencies, no!, for editing, I 
but so the intelligence officials 
could pomt out sections that! 
might enclose sources and| 
^methods. This was done last' 
month and presumably the 
President’s letter was the result 
of these reviews. 

It was preceded last week by 
positions taken by Administm- i 
tier, officials that Mr. Church' 
construed as a hardening of Mr. 
Ford 4 posture against the en- 
tire investigation. He said at! 
the time that he had had an ! 
earlier letter from Philip W ; 
Bucher, Presidential counsel.! 
that ho believed was an effort ! 
to halt tiie publication of the! 
report. j 


